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NDSU Extension is listening. NDSU Extension professionals 
recognize that to be most effective, they need to listen to local 
stakeholders and regularly ask about crucial issues and challenges 
affecting each region. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, six Community Forums were held 
virtually in 2020. These forums provided an opportunity to listen to 
North Dakotans across the state as they shared concerns around 
agriculture, energy, natural resources and the economy, youth, family, 
older adults and communities.

6VIRTUAL COMMUNITY FORUMS
North Dakotans who participated reported living in the following 
counties (to the best of our knowledge): 

Thank you to the more than 200 people who participated in the virtual 
community forums or completed the online survey. The information will 
help shape NDSU Extension’s strategic planning efforts during the next 
three to five years and help us create Extension programs that will most 
strongly align with the needs and priorities of North Dakota residents.

208
PARTIC IPANTS

Youth, family, 
older adults and  

communities 

Agriculture, energy, 
natural resources 
and the economy

57 survey respondents
Does not include NDSU Extension professionals
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About

31% Male

69% Female
0% Prefer not to respond

GENDER

AGE
   2% Younger than 20
    5% 20 to 29
               21% 30 to 39
                  24% 40 to 49
               22% 50 to 59
               20% 60 to 69
      7% Older than 69

OCCUPATION
                22% Education
  1% Student
                 24% Government
              18% Farming, ranching, agriculture
       8% Business
          6% Retired
 0% Unemployed
                 21% Other

ETHNICITY
 1% Spanish, Hispanic or Latino

RACE
                                           98% White
  1% Black/African American
  1% American Indian, Indigenous or Alaska Native

LIVED IN COMMUNITY
    2% Less than 1 year
      7% 1-5 years
         11% 6-10 years
                    24% 11-20 years
                           37% More than 20 years
               20% All of my life

Adams
Barnes
Bowman
Burleigh
Cass
Cavalier
Dickey
Dunn
Eddy
Foster
Golden Valley

Grand Forks
Grant
Griggs
Hettinger
McHenry
McKenzie
Mercer
Morton
Mountrail
Pembina
Ramsey
Renville

Richland
Rolette
Sargent
Stark
Steele
Stutsman
Towner
Traill
Walsh
Ward
Williams



AG ECONOMY
Agriculture is critical to the North Dakota economy. Fluctuations in agriculture commodity 
prices and difficult trade issues have been a challenge. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
resulted in additional hardships for the agriculture economy. Effective marketing strategies 
of ag products to rural and urban citizens can help bolster the ag economy.

ENERGY
Fluctuations in the energy industry continue to cause dramatic shifts in the economy. 
New concerns about a waning coal industry has communities considering their future 
and what the changes may mean for main street. Dialogue regarding alternative energy 
remains a priority. 

WORKFORCE
Retaining and recruiting an effective and skilled workforce across the state is a challenge, 
especially in the education and agriculture sectors. Retention of a diverse workforce also 
requires adequate housing, child care and local community amenities. 

AGRICULTURE PRODUCER SUCCESSION
Barriers for younger people to effectively enter and for older generations to exit 
farming and ranching operations need to be overcome to ensure a successful transition 
from one generation to the next.

SUSTAINABLE AG
Sustainable agriculture has a variety of meanings, depending on the audience. Most 
can agree we need to continue to utilize best practices to maintain profitability of the 
land with conservation in mind. North Dakota farmers and ranchers are committed to 
a safe and economical food supply. 

FOOD SECURE COMMUNITIES 
Access to healthy, safe, affordable foods, including those produced locally, is a concern, 
especially in rural areas. Due to the pandemic, even more individuals and families 
struggle financially to purchase adequate food to meet nutritional needs.

Agriculture, Energy,  
Natural Resources and the Economy
Priority Issues of Concern to Community Forum Participants
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MENTAL HEALTH
Mental and behavioral health in youth and adults have been impacted due to COVID-19. There has been 
a marked increase in depression and drug and alcohol use. Awareness and availability of mental health 
resources are needed across the state, especially in rural areas. 

ECONOMY
Economies in communities have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Small businesses have closed or 
are financially unwell due to the associated restrictions and closures. Declining communities find that offering 
living wages, along with adequate housing, transportation and community amenities, is difficult.  

AGING
There is an increased need for services to address aging in place safely and for individuals to stay in their 
homes longer. Adequate services, such as in-home care, for this growing demographic is a high priority.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AGES
Access and availability to child care, preschool, after-school programs, activities for teens and older adults, 
community education and physical activity options for all generations is needed. Continued opportunities for 
positive youth development such as 4-H, organized sports, music and the arts in rural and urban areas are desired.  

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
Gaps exist in participation and commitment at the local level. Positive changes in communities happen 
when adults and youth are engaged civically as volunteers and leaders. Successful community involvement 
and volunteerism hinges on the development of leadership skills and mentoring. Individuals who learn to 
communicate effectively and are trained in leadership skills will maximize their contributions to their communities 
for generations. 

MULTIGENERATIONAL COMMUNITIES
There is a desire for more intergenerational opportunities and engagement. Access to cross-generational 
mentorship programs for cultural and leadership transitions is important to empower youth and adults. 

FAMILY SUPPORTS
Support and education for those caring for youth and older adults are needed. Financial well-being training, 
managing technology use and guidance for healthy choices were requested. Use of schools and community 
centers to engage individuals and families in positive activities is desired. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Access to high-quality health care is a major concern, particularly in rural areas where medical personnel and 
emergency medical services volunteers are limited or not available. Increasing unhealthy lifestyles and limited 
access to nutritious foods and physical activity options can lead to chronic diseases.

Children, Families and Communities
Priority Issues of Concern to Community Forum Participants
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The NDSU Extension mission is to 
empower North Dakotans to improve 
their lives and communities through 
science-based education. Based on 
concerns of North Dakotans involved 
in the six virtual community forums, 
two critical areas emerged: healthy 
economies and healthy citizens. 

As Extension considers these needs, we remain committed to our current successful programs 
in agriculture, natural resources, 4-H, families and communities. 

HEALTHY CITIZENS: 
Focus on Prevention 

■ Provide support to individuals, families and communities through education and partnerships focused on 
mental health awareness

■ Focus on safe farm/ranch work environments for youth and adults

■ Provide relationship, housing, and financial security skills and tools to support well-being across the human 
lifespan through community education opportunities such as 4-H youth development

■ Educate youth and adults about issues surrounding physical health, food security and chronic diseases

HEALTHY ECONOMY: 
Focus on Agriculture, Energy and Communities

■ Enhance agriculture literacy, which includes education about safe and nutritious food production and 
consumption for youth, adults and urban communities

■ Provide enterprise-focused transformational education to ensure the sustainability of farms/ranches, small 
businesses, rural/urban communities and the state

■ Empower citizens to determine the appropriate use, reclamation and sustainability of the state’s natural 
resources

■ Recruit and train youth (through 4-H youth development) and adults to become more engaged in local 
communities as volunteers and leaders

Through multiple education delivery methods, possible Extension responses 
based on the community forum suggestions include:

NDSU Extension:  
Extending Knowledge. Changing Lives.

Healthy 
economy

Healthy 
citizens
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