
Fall 2021

UPDATE
North Dakota Orphan Grain Train 

~ Mercy Meals ~

Quarterly

n toothbrushes
n combs
n rubber or 
  swimmer pants

Supplies needed! 
Items we are in need of are:  
n bath towels*
n washcloths
n cloth diapers*
n large safety pins*
n baby sleeper
(newborn - 12 mo)

Can Accept
n furniture
n bed pillows
n pots & pans
n dishes
n beds (new or used)*

Cannot Accept
n knick knacks
n holiday decorations
n decorative pillows
 

*Items in greatest need at this time. 

We often get questions about what we 
can and cannot accept. Here are some 
of the most common: 

“Your name, O Lord, endures 
forever, Your renown, O Lord, 
through all generations. For the Lord 
will vindicate His people and have 
compassion on His Servants.’” 
                                          - Psalm 135:13-14

We thank God for all these willing workers.
Thank you! To 45 ladies from Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) 
who gathered for their annual retreat in Jamestown. They helped donate, sort 
and pack school, hygiene and layette kits and packed 8,000 Mercy Meals. 

Thank you!  To Litchville Marion for 
donating more desks and books!

Thank you!  To a group from McClusky 
that joined us to pack and sort.

Thank you!  To Buffalo City Church 
members for packing Mercy Meals.

Thank you!  To the UJ boys basketball team for working at our warehouse 
and to another group of UJ students who prepared more than 15,000 Mercy 
Meals. As a conclusion to early arrival orientation, Freshman Jimmie football, 
volleyball and soccer athletes packaged meals at the Harold Newman Arena.

Thank you!  To a ND Leadership Group for sorting in our warehouse and 
assembling various kits.  

Thank you!  To Girl Scout troop 30694, which is a group of 4th graders who 
helped put together 56 hygiene kits.

We’re always looking for more volunteers. If you or a group you know 
are interested in helping out, please contact us! 

Financial support  is always 
appreciated and needed. It goes 
to cover expenses, including 
shipping costs. 



Have you ever wondered what goes into a single Orphan Grain Train? What’s the process? How 
does it work? To help give you an inside look at the amazing work this organization does, here’s 
a Q & A session with OGT board member and longtime volunteer, Andrea Eckstein.

Question:  How long have you been involved with OGT and what made you decide to get 
involved with the organization? 

Answer: I first started being involved in OGT one afternoon when a small group of people met 
after church and discussed the possibility of bringing the ND branch to Jamestown. That was in 
the fall of 2013.  I had been aware of the OGT group in Bottineau for years; I remembered when 

the Brandenbergs were traveling around North Dakota and visited our church in Munich to talk about their experiences and 
mission opportunities that OGT provided.  I wanted to get involved in keeping the mission of the OGT going in North Dakota

Q:  What’s the general process of an OGT shipment from start to finish?

A:  Items are continually received, sorted, cleaned, packed and then placed in storage to wait until we find a destination for them. 
The shipping process starts with an inventory of what we have packed and ready to ship in the warehouse. When our inventory 
is getting full, I ask the shipping clerk at the international office in Norfolk, NE to take a look at our inventory items and find 
a recipient that would like to have an assortment of the items we’ve collected. She will share with me the name/location of one 
or two groups that has made requests for items that we have, with a tentative list of quantities that they may be able to receive. 
Sometimes we are able to obtain information about the recipient group’s primary mission and who they serve in their community. 
Usually the international office is able to give us an estimated cost for shipping also. Based on the items requested, the mission 
of the group, and the expected cost, our group will decide which recipient we want to assist and then we start to prepare the 
shipment. Using the “pick list” of items that the recipient requested, we start to pull items and build pallets of 30-50 boxes.  Each 
pallet is counted, inventoried, numbered, and listed so that we can keep track of exactly how many boxes of each type of item (e.g. 
quilts, women’s shoes, children’s winter clothing, etc.) we have set aside to load.  By the time we have all the items set aside for 
the shipment there are 45-50 pallets ready to load. Depending on the items being shipped, we may need to have an inspector and/
or a fumigator service come to the warehouse on the day of shipping also. The international office works through the trucking 
companies, freight forwarders, and customs agencies and the services above to coordinate a schedule that will ensure that the 
shipping container can be delivered to our warehouse and transported to the cargo ship in port as expeditiously as possible. 

Loading the shipping container requires a crew of 10 – 15 people so we start to recruit volunteers to help load as soon as the 
process is underway. When we are given a tentative date on the calendar, we call all the volunteers and confirm the day and 
time.  Often the date is changed due to difficulties beyond our control, requiring our volunteers to be flexible with their plans. 
With our crew working together, we are usually able to load a container in the 2 hours allotted.

Q:  Each person that OGT helps has a story and you hear many. Can you share one story that stands out where OGT 
has made a difference? 

A:  I remember one young lady who was referred to us from a local agency.  She had left an abusive situation, having only a 
few clothes for herself and her infant son. She didn’t even have a car seat to transport him safely.  Though the agency was 
providing an apartment, it was unfurnished. Several OGT volunteers were able to get involved in helping her to plan what 
she needed. We were able to provide her with household items, furniture, clothing, and items for her baby to get a fresh start. 
She was so grateful for the assistance we were able to give.

Q:  What’s one thing you’d like volunteers and supporters to know, that they may not already be aware? 

A:  Essentially everyone involved in our ND OGT branch is a supporter; either through giving volunteer hours, providing financial 
support, or donating goods for us to share with others. It may sound obvious, but OGT would not exist in North Dakota without 
the blessings of the supporters. I am perpetually and profoundly grateful for the people that God has lead to our ministry.

Q:  How do you see OGT evolving in the future? 

A: My hope is that the ND branch of OGT will continue to grow and expand our ministry here in Jamestown.  I would like to 
have enough volunteers that we could open our doors for 4-5 days a week to serve our local and international communities. With 
enough volunteers to pack and sort, we could have sufficient inventory to send shipments out once a month. Another area of 
expansion we have been dreaming about is building a designated space for Mercy Meals operations. Having a place in Jamestown 
where groups could gather to participate in meal packing events would enhance our ability to reach out to local groups and 
individuals who are interested in serving in this way.

An Look Inside Orphan Grain Train



Loading and Unloading

This summer two of our shipments, packed with endless generousity, love and 
care, along with the various supplies were sent all the way from Jamestown, 
North Dakota to Liberia and Moldova. We received notification and photos 
of the shipments being received and we thought it the perfect opportunity to 
share with our readers. 

The Moldova shipment included 16 boxes filled with hygiene kits, 23 boxes of 
sports equipment (uniforms, life jackets, etc.) and many more boxes of sewing kits. 

The Liberia shipment included 50 school desks, 17 boxes of cups and bowls 
to serve food, 41,000 Mercy Meals and 20,000 pounds of pinto beans. Local 
farmers, TMT Farms, generously donated the beans, which will go to feed many 
hungry kids at the Liberian Children’s Ministry. 

We heard from Jo Boway, Founder and Director of Liberian Children’s Ministry:  
“Oh, what a blessing this shipment will be!! Hundreds of children will come to 
our school each school day with smiles, because of the beans and rice. What a 
joy it is to know they will be fed with physical food and Spiritual Food (God’s 
Word) because of your partnership with us in this ministry. Thanks so much 
for all you do to help us share Jesus’ love with the children and their parents.”

Bring or send clothing and other in-kind donations to:

The North Dakota Branch
103 4th Ave SE, Jamestown, ND 58401 
Mondays and Saturdays from 9am - noon  
To arrange additional drop off times, contact Tom Boerger at  
701-320-3875 or Sue Corwin at 701-320-3259. 

Orphan Grain Train Headquarters 
601 W Phillip Ave, Norfolk, NE 68701 
402-371-7393 
info@ogt.org 
Fax: 402-371-7350 
Warehouse/Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9am - 4pm CST

To support the North Dakota Branch, send checks or money orders payable to:

North Dakota Orphan Grain Train 
PO Box 1546, Jamestown, ND 58402-1546

To contribute by credit card, visit www.ogt.org/nd and click “Donate to North Dakota Branch.”

For we are co-workers in God’s service; 
you are God’s field, God’s building.
                      - 1 Corinthians 3:9

Loading in North Dakota

Unloading in Moldova

Unloading in Liberia



North Dakota Branch
PO Box 1546
Jamestown, ND 58402-1546

Mission Statement 
In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan 
Grain Train movement encourages and enables God’s 
people to share personal and material resources in 
bringing Christ’s name and character to needy people 
both far and near. Sometimes that character expresses 
itself as a word well spoken, sometimes as a bandage 
well applied, and sometimes as a child well fed. 

What is Orphan Grain Train 
Orphan Grain Train is a 501c3 nonprofit Christian 
volunteer network that shares personal and material 
resources with needy people in America and in 68 
countries around the world. Grain Train volunteers 
gather donations of clothing, medical supplies, food, 
Christian literature, and other aid to meet real needs. 
The Orphan Grain Train movement is a loving response 
to Jesus Christ’s example as a servant and His love for us. 

ND Branch Warehouse
103 4th Ave SE

Jamestown, ND 58401

ndakota@ogt.org

www.ogt.org/nd 

Like us on Facebook! 
Orphan Grain Train, Inc.

Branch Hours 
& Volunteer 

Opportunities

We continue to be open 
Mondays and Saturdays 

from 9am to noon. 

Note, due to the holidays, 
we will not be open on 

December 25th and 
January 1st.

We are taking precautions 
due to the risks associated 
with Coronavirus. Masks 

are encouraged. 

For additional drop-off  
and volunteer times, call 
Tom at 701-320-3875 or  

Sue at 701-320-3259. 

During this season, we’re especially 

grateful for all our amazing supporters. 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas!


